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Notice of Allowance 
Examiner's Amendment 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In the claims: 

In claim 9, line 6, after the word: "means", add the recitation: --comprising 
a plurality of resistance variations--. 
Cancel claim 12. 

In claim 13, line 5, after the word: "means", add the recitation: --of a 
plurality of resistance variations within the thickness of the conductive sheet-. In 
line 7, delete the word: "powerplane", and replace it with: -conductive sheet--. In 
line 8, delete the word: "powerplane", and replace it with: -conductive sheet—. In 
line 10, delete the word: "powerplane", and replace it with: -conductive sheet- 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Karuna Ojanen on 11/5/03. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments, see pages 9-1 1 , filed 4/8/03, with respect to the rejection 
of claims 1-14 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The rejection of claims 
1-14 has been withdrawn. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1-11,13-17 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The following references teach some elements of the powerplane 
for use in a backplane power distribution system, such as the conductive sheet, the load 
locations and the source locations: Thuault (US Patent No. 5,822,197), Woychik (US 
Patent No. 5,629,839) and Bunnell (US Patent No. 4,587,596). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jose H Alcala whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
9844. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kamand Cuneo can be reached on (703) 308-1233. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 



0956. 



JHA 




